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Statement of the meeting 
of the Department of Microbiology
Grodno State Medical University
14st January 2010  
Rules
for evaluation of the knowledge of the subject shown by foreign students (Faculty of General 

Medicine, Department of Foreign students) studying Microbiology in English
A. Criteria for the evaluation of the knowledge shown by students at the lessons
Every student has to get mark at every lesson. Students who are candidates to get privileges during passing the final examination on Microbiology should get marks for all lessons of the course including the lessons which were missed because of national holidays, conferences, etc. 

The final mark is calculated as average mark and includes evaluation of written - oral answer and computer test (multiple choice questions). The average mark can be increased or decreased depending on the results shown by the student during practical work – self-dependent laboratory work. 
Criteria for the evaluation of the knowledge shown by the students during written and oral answer
Student has to write an answer to the questions from the list of questions proposed for the lesson.  The lectures delivered by a lecturer every week contain all necessary basic material. If a student shows complete knowledge of the material of the slides presented at the lecture and knowledge of the additional material he (she)  gets 8 and a lecturer has to ask the student oral questions. If a student shows complete knowledge of the material of the slides presented at the lecture but doesn’t show  knowledge of the additional material he (she)  gets 7 and a lecturer doesn’t ask such student oral questions. If student’s written work is incomplete the number of grades decreases and the mark lowers  depending on the volume of the material presented by student in his (her) written work (6 – when about  ¾ of the basic material is presented , 5 –  when  ½ and 4 when ¼ of the basic material is presented; mark 3 means that less than  ¼ of the basic material is presented and 2 if a student gives only very short fragments of the  material of the lecture, 1 – when no answer was given or when a student uses cribs - such students are not asked any questions individually.

The oral questions proposed for a student have to be of increasing complicity to help a lecturer to estimate the depth of student’s knowledge on the subject including additional material (the material that was explained by the lecturer at the lecture but was not included into the slides) or additional material that student learned from the books or other sources. If student’s answer to the first oral question confirms good knowledge and understanding the material of the lecture and the student shows skills in using this material for solving practical and theoretical tasks, the mark is increased by 1 grade and the student gets 9 (if does not – the mark will be 8). The second question should help a lecturer to estimate if a student can operate by the material of other lectures related to the material included into the present answer. If student shows these abilities the mark is increased by 1 grade and the student gets 10 (if does not – the mark will be 9).  A student can be asked maximum 2 additional questions and when excellent answers are given on all additional questions a student can get 10. If the answer on the first question is not right student does not get any additional questions and the mark remains the same (8).
In case when student knows additional material: the material that was explained by the lecturer during the lecture but was not included into the slides or additional material which student has learned from the books or other sources, the total mark is increased by 1 grade.  
If the student who got additional question failed to answer, this question could be proposed to other students from the group and the student who will give right answer will get additional grades to the average mark for the lesson (even if the mark got by this student for written work was less than 8 or if that student has already got individual additional questions). Wrong answers on such questions will not decrease an average mark got during the lesson (the idea is to stimulate students to take active part in the discussion at the lesson).  Such possibilities could be also proposed for discussion of difficult parts of the material at the lesson. 
Criteria for the evaluation of the knowledge shown by students during computer tests (multiple choice questions)
         The estimation of the mark includes the index of knowledge calculated by the next formula:
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Student gets 10 for 100%, 9 – for 85-99%, 8 – for 75-84% and so on by the same scheme. Thus the mark can vary from 1 to 10. Student has only one chance to pass the computer test.
Marks got during computer tests depending on the index calculated by the computer program: 
	Lesson
	Examination

	Index, %
	Mark
	Index, %
	Mark

	100
	10
	100
	10

	95 – 99
	9
	85 – 99
	9

	85 – 94
	8
	75 – 84
	8

	75 – 84
	7
	65 – 74
	7

	65 – 74
	6
	55 – 64
	6

	55 – 64
	5
	45 – 54
	5

	45 – 54
	4
	35 – 44
	4

	35 – 44
	3
	25 – 34
	3

	1 – 34
	2
	15 – 24
	2

	≤ 0
	1
	≤ 14
	1


If a student uses cribs during computer test, the test has to be stopped and the mark got by the student is 1.
The number of tests for foreign students (studying Microbiology in English)
The material included in the tests is constantly being modified and presented at the lectures.  Students have not been supplied with the actual variants of the tests but they have been supplied with training appliances containing the material of the lectures. 
The definite variant of the test will be proposed by computer program for every student. The questions for every variant will be chosen for definite lesson or for the examination from all test questions proposed for the whole course of Microbiology. The total number of test questions for foreign students is 2 160.
The number of tests questions which will be proposed to every student at every lesson 
and during examination
	Faculty of General Medicine
	Lesson
	Final examination

	
	Number of test questions
	Maximal time given for one test
	Number of

test questions
	Maximal time given for one test

	Department of Foreign
students
	10
	7 min 30 sec
	40
	30


Criteria for the evaluation of the self-dependent laboratory work carried out by students 
at the practical lesson
If a student shows bad knowledge of the practical part of the lesson and bad results of the practical work the summarized mark for the lesson will be decreased by 1 or 2 grades. In case when student has made practical tasks with some mistakes the mark will be 1 grade decreased.  In case when the practical task has been done absolutely incorrectly or if a student can’t carry out the task at all the mark will be  2 grades decreased.
If student shows excellent knowledge and practical skills the mark will be increased by 1 grade.
Estimation of the resulting mark got by students during practical lesson
The final mark is calculated as average mark from the marks got for: written-oral answers on the theoretical questions; the answer on the questions of the computer test, 1 grade could be added to the total mark for good results of self-dependent laboratory work and one or two grades could be taken off from the total mark if those results were unsatisfactory.
B. CRITERIA FOR THE EVALUATION OF THE KNOWLEDGE SHOWN BY STUDENTS DURING FINAL EXAMINATION
Evaluation of the knowledge of theoretical material
Student has to write the answers on the questions of examination paper (card) (there can be answer presented as detailed plan of the answer). Time for writing the answers is 60 minutes. 
If a student shows practically complete (not so much detailed answer is required if compare with the regular lesson) of the slides presented at the lecture and knowledge of the additional material he (she) gets 8 and examiner has to  propose oral questions to such student (maximum number of the oral questions is 2) .

If a student shows practically complete (not so much detailed answer is required if compare with the regular lesson) of the slides presented at the lecture but doesn’t show knowledge of the additional material he (she) gets 7 and examiner doesn’t  propose oral questions to such student.

If student’s written work is incomplete the mark is decreased depending on how much ground material of the lecture (even in the smaller volume requiring for the examination) related to the question has been presented in written work (6 – when about  ¾ of the  material is presented , 5 –  when  ½ and 4 when ¼ of the  material is presented; mark 3 means that less then  ¼ of the material is presented and 2 - if student gives only very short fragments of the  material of the lecture without logical connection between them, 1 – when any answer was not given or when student uses cribs), - such student will be not asked any questions.

The oral questions proposed to the student (concerning the matter of the examination question from the examination paper (card) have to be of increasing complicity to help teacher to evaluate the depth of student’s knowledge on the subject including additional material (the material that was discussed at the lecture but was not included into the slides or additional material that student learned from the books or other sources). A student has to be able to make own conclusions grounded on the knowledge of the theoretical material. The first question is asked to help a lecturer to estimate how good is student in understanding the material of the lecture and to evaluate the ability of a student to use the mastered material for solving practical and theoretical tasks. If a student answers such question the mark is increased by 1 grade and the student gets 9 (if does not – the mark will be 8). The second question is asked to help a lecturer to estimate the ability of a student to operate by the material mastered from other lectures which is related to the present answer. If student shows these abilities the mark is increased by 1 grade and the student gets 10 (if does not – the mark will be 9).  
A student can be asked maximum 2 additional questions and when excellent answers are given on all additional questions a student can get 10. If the answer on the first question is not right student does not get any additional questions and the mark remains the same (8).

Thus the mark estimated for the answer to every theoretical question can vary from 1 to 10.

Every student has right to change any examination question (starting from the first up to the fourth question but only one change for every question is permitted) and to answer the question from another examination paper (s). He (she) has to do the change of examination question within 10 minutes after the moment of getting examination paper. In the case of change the maximal starting mark for writing answer to the changed question will be 5 instead of 7 (because 2 grades will be automatically taken off from the mark for the fact of the change of every question) and it can be increased only up to 8 (when excellent answers will be given to three additional questions). In the case when a student has changed the question of the examination paper the time given for preparing of written answers will be increased: to prepare answers student will get 10 minutes additionally for every changed question.
Evaluation of the knowledge of practical material
To get the mark for practical skills a student has to carry out practical task but this work will be not evaluated by the separate mark. The result of practical task could change (or do not change) the mark got by student when answering theoretical question (written-oral answer).
In the case when the practical task has been done correctly the mark will be not changed. If student showed excellent practical skills the mark got by student when answering theoretical question will be increased 1 grade.  In case when student has made practical tasks with some mistakes the mark will be 1 grade decreased.  In case when the practical task has been done absolutely incorrectly or if a student can’t carry out the task at all the mark will be 2 grades decreased.
Any change of the questions included into the practical part of the examination paper is not permitted.

Evaluation of the examination (estimation of a final examination mark)
The final examination mark (excluding 10) is calculated as average mark got from six separate ones: 
· average mark got during the academic year (calculated from 4 marks got by the student during academic year for every section of the course of Microbiology), 

· four marks got for the four answers on the theoretical questions of the examination paper, 
· the mark got for the answer on the questions of the computer test. 
· 1 grade could be added to the total mark for good results shown on practical work and one or two grades could be taken off from the total mark if those results were unsatisfactory.
In the case if student got 10 for answers on all questions of examination paper, resulting examination mark will be 10 even if the average mark got by that student during the academic year was lower.
Student can get 1 grade additionally to the final examination mark if this student is an active member of Students’ Scientific Society or has done input in preparing of demonstration material on Microbiology (posters, drawings, etc). Students who are winners of the competition between students in four sections of Microbiology after participation in all four stages of the competition (every year only one winner at the Foreign department) what proves their excellent knowledge get 1 grade additionally to their final examination mark.
Privileges got during examination
Students who will get average mark 9 or 10 (the average mark in each of the course section should be not less than 9) have right to take examination answering only practical part of the examination paper.  If such student gets 1 grade plus (or at least no change) for practical skills the mark will be  and wishes to get 10 it is necessary to have interview with examiner which should show high quality of knowledge of theoretical material and ability to operate by the obtained knowledge. If student shows satisfactory results during the interview the obtained mark will be 10. In case of failure or if the student refuses from the interview student’s mark will be 9. If student got 8 or lower mark for the answer to the fifth question of the examination paper, this student will have to take complete examination: 45 minutes for written answers to 4 theoretical questions of the examination paper and computer tests after completing the written work.
If student’s average mark is 9 (but the average marks got in at least one of the course section is less than 9) student has facilitated variant of taking the examination: the student takes computer test including only the section of Microbiology in which the student got mark lower than 9 and answers the 5th question of the examination paper. In the case if the marks got by the student are not lower then 9 the final examination mark will be 9. If student got 8 or lower mark this student will have to continue examination (answering 4 theoretical questions of the examination paper; the time given for writing will be 45 minutes). 
If student’s average mark is 8, student has facilitated variant of passing the examination: computer test including all sections of Microbiology and answering the fifth question of the examination paper.  If the summarized mark obtained after passing computer test and answering the practical question of the examination paper is 8, 9 or 10, student gets examination mark 8. In case of getting the mark lower than 8, the student will have to continue examination (answering 4 theoretical questions of the examination paper; the time given for written answer will be 45 minutes). 

Every student who has a facilitated variant of taking examination can refuse this possibility and take the examination in usual way.
Evaluation of knowledge of students in case of using the cribs during examination

In case of using the cribs (as well as using of mobile phones or other electronic equipment or asking other persons for help while answering examination paper or test questions) during examination the student will get five minimal marks (1 grade) for all the questions of the examination paper or 1 grade for the computer test depending on which part of the examination this student was answering when the fact of using cribs was discovered. The final mark in this case will be estimated by calculations as it is shown above in the section (Evaluation of the examination (estimation of final examination mark) but this mark couldn’t be lower than 2.
C. ADDITION TO Criteria for the evaluation of the knowledge shown by students at the lessons

Student who was absent at any of the concluding sessions because of non-respectable reasons will get the mark calculated as an average from the four marks: the average mark got for the corresponding section of the subject and the marks “1” – for written-oral answer, multiple-choice questions (computer test) and practical part, because the fact that the student  was absent at the concluding session is evaluated as a refuse to answer.
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